
Hello George, 
 

It’s great to make your acquaintance. I hope this letter finds you well. 
My name is Sofia Martaans and I am writing you from Poughkeepsie, New York. I am a 32 

year old accountant and also a first generation American. My father, Arnold, is from The Netherlands 
and is an engineer. He moved to New York City in the 1970’s for grad school and never left. My 
mother Gabriella is from Manaus in Brazil. She is a writer. My parents met in grad school and decided 
to become citizens and stay for the long haul. I grew up traveling between New York City and upstate 
New York, and got a taste for the chaotic multicultural landscape, as well as a more low key blue collar 
suburban one. Both my parents, siblings, and I have slowly watched this nation that we love grow more 
and more divided. However, we always knew that people with different beliefs than our own are often 
not truly evil individuals. This is why I jumped at the opportunity to talk about our differences via 
letters, and hopefully make a new friend in the process. The topic I was given to write about was 
immigration reform, and what to do about refugees trying to enter our country. I have a pretty strong 
stance on this topic, as I’m sure you do as well! 
 I am a firm believer in letting immigrants and refugees into our country. Statistics point to 
refugees not only committing less crimes than natural born citizens, but also strengthening our 
economy in the long run. According to Where Terrorists Actually Come From, a recent article by The 
Atlantic, 0 Americans have been killed by attacks by people from the 6 nations President Trump has 
temporarily banned from entering the country since 1975. Also, you are 252.9 times more likely to be 
murdered by a citizen than you are a refugee. That is a staggering statistic! 

I know the news makes refugees seem alien and scary, but I have had the pleasure of spending 
time with Syrian and Iranian communities, and they have been incredibly nice and hospitable. While 
I’m not defending less background checks or opening the floodgates and letting in millions of refugees, 
I do believe it is America’s duty and privilege as rulers of the free world to let people in need come to, 
and strengthen, our nation. 
 I hope I have shined some light on my point of view, and I look forward to hearing your opinion 
on this topic! Well wishes to you and your family. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sofia Martaans 


